
Friends Association of Great Chart Primary School Committee Meeting
Wednesday 14th December 2022- 7pm - Great Chart School

1. Present
Natalie Hubbard, Vicki Prigmore, Sarah-Marie Collins, Natalie Phillips, Wendy Pang,
Jenny Thomas, Paula High, Sally Windle, Jennifer Keen, Michelle Noakes.

0. Apologies
Amanda Oliver, Claire Thomas

0. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Accepted as a true account of the meeting

1. President’s Report
Welcome to our December meeting.
The children really enjoyed the Christmas shop and wrapping service and it was great to see
how well supported it was. Thank you for all your hard work and planning. Although a
simple concept it worked really well. We are all looking forward to the Panto, The Great
Christmas Robbery. It is always such a lovely treat for the children and staff, once again
demonstrating how crucial the work you do is at providing the ‘extras’ for our children.
A huge thank you also for putting on the Firework Event. I know that this event has caused
you a huge amount of worry especially for Natalie and Vicki. However it was certainly third
time lucky. You have had nearly every type of extreme weather to contend with but the event
happened and I’m sure those who attended had a lovely time.  Unfortunately holding a large
event like this really does highlight just how small the Friends’ Association really is and the
lack of support you have in the planning and delivery stages. I can appreciate that although
this is a great way to raise a good sum of money, it may be something we are unable to do in
the future due to the limited support you have when trying to organise something so big.
The AGM will be coming round very soon so we must ensure all of the paperwork is sent out
to parents in good time, preferably by the end of this week and then a reminder next term.
Thank you so much for your support and finally please could I wish you all an amazing
Christmas.

0. Chairperson’s Report
Hello and welcome to our final meeting of 2022!!!
The last part of the year has been very difficult for both Vicki and myself. Having to cancel
Fireworks Night twice brought much backlash both online and face to face. It became
apparent that the decision made by the fireworks man quickly became our fault even though
it was for health and safety reasons.
On our third attempt we became covered in snow. I have never seen snow lay so fast! Then
the sky filled with smoke after the first firework and this stopped the rest of the display from
being seen clearly. It has been very frustrating.
Tonight we speak about the future of the Friends Association. Our group is very small and the
amount of the group who actually help before and at the events is even smaller. We do not
seem to be able to gain new members from the families at the school. I hope we can find a
solution because this current situation is extremely difficult. I am sure we want to continue
raising money for our wonderful school so we must try to be positive and pull together.
Thank you to those who helped at Elfridges and Firework Night.



1. Treasurer’s Report
Outgoings

Event Item
Outgoin
g

Fireworks 2022 TEN £21.00
Misc Domain renewal £14.39

Total £35.39
Income

Event Item
Incomin
g

Fireworks 2022 Card machine advance ticket sales £2,543.1
2

Fireworks 2022 Cash advance ticket sales minus
refunds

£1,418.0
0

Fireworks 2022 Doughtnut van £27.00
Fireworks 2022 Burger van £25.00

Total £4013.12

Elfridges
One of the team’s favourite events of the year – full of festive cheer and fairly easy to
arrange. We took a wonderful £701.87 this year.

Current Balance
£17,212.03 in bank, plus cash in treasurer’s possession. Full details of the fireworks night
will be shared once final banking conducted.

2. A.O.B
Future of the Friends’ Association
We currently have a very small core team which is making planning and executing events
very difficult.  We are lacking in parental support and it is a huge struggle to get helpers to
volunteer for the events.
Following the cancellation of the Fireworks, the chair and vice chair had to deal with very
challenging people who have been rude and unkind.  This has been exceptionally draining.
Although, we are faced with a lack of parental engagement, the committee wishes for the
Friends’ Association to continue for the sake of the children.
The AGM needs to be quorate in order to continue.  If we do not have enough people in
attendance, we will move to close the Friends’ Association.
The committee made some suggestions to try and encourage new parents to attend:
- Some informal meetings, possibly held in the pub
- Alternate who leads meetings in order to make members feel valued
- Having subcommittees for organising events to encourage parents to take ownership
- Sending out a Google Form to ask parents their views on the Friends Association
Mrs. Pang agreed to send out an email about the possibility of closing the Friends’
Association, with the Google Form attached.   The committee will meet at 6:30pm, ahead of
the AGM to view the responses.

3. Dates of Next Meetings
Wednesday 11th January  AGM
Wednesday 8th February 2023
Wednesday 22nd March 2023



Wednesday 24th May 2023
Wednesday 21st June 2023
Wednesday 5th July 2023


