
Friends’ Association of Great Chart Primary School Committee Meeting
Wednesday 23rd February 2022 7pm - Great CHart Primary School

Present
Wendy Pang, Natalie Hubbard, Vicky Prigmore, Jenny Thomas, Paula High, Michelle
Noakes, Natalie Phillips, Jennifer Keen, Sally Windle

1. Apologies
Sarah-Marie Collins, Claire Thomas, Amanda Oliver

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting
Accepted as a true account of the meeting

3. Matters Arising
None

4. President’s Report
Welcome to our February meeting.

It seems like such a long time since we last met.

The children really enjoyed the Christmas shop and wrapping service and it was great to see
how well supported it was. Thank you for all your hard work and planning. Although a simple
concept it worked really well. Thank you also for your time selling unwanted festive outfits.
Something we could certainly consider doing next year.

The Panto at the end of term 2 was such a lovely treat for the children and staff, once again
demonstrating how crucial the work you do is at providing the ‘extras’ for our children.

Thank you for your contribution to our budget for £7,000. This will benefit all of the children,
helping to pay for the visits we receive from outside providers throughout the year. Later this
term KS2 will be treated to a theatre production of The Secret Garden.

We are looking forward to hearing your plans for the next few terms.

Thank you for your support.

5. Chairperson’s Report
Thank you all for being here.  It has been a while since our last meeting and it’s lovely to
see the support we have.



I really hope we can hold our usual events this year with the restrictions lifting.

After the ‘Elfridges’ event being so successful, we will be repeating it in March for
Mother’s Day and ‘somebody special’.

The Summer Fete would be wonderful for the children and families.  It really does bring
everybody together and the children always have lots of fun.

Hopefully we will be able to make plans to raise funds soon.

6. Treasurer’s Report
Christmas Events

We had a very successful Elfridges, with £763.50 raised in total. Whilst the revenue
raised was significantly lower than the usual Christmas Fayre takings (2019 event
including match funding from Barclays and the Christmas raffle was circa £4.5k), given
the Covid restrictions, we were really pleased with the monies raised and it was a very
enjoyable event for all involved. Many lovely items donated by the school community
and the year 6 helpers were a delight!

The 2nd hand Christmas jumper table raised £56.08. The main issue with this was that
we only really had very small children’s jumpers or adult ones. I would recommend that
we did not repeat this as a standalone event, but could form part of the Christmas
Fayre, presuming we can hold one next Christmas.

Outgoings

Renewal of our domain name - £14.39. I have now set this up to auto renew each year.
Parentkind membership - £128.
Donation to the school - £7,000.

Current Balance

£12,268.24 in bank, plus cash in treasurer’s possession.

7. Mother’s Day
Following on from the success of Elfridges we will open a ‘Someone Special Gift Shop’
on Friday the 25th March to coincide with Mother’s Day.
Please can Sarah-Marie ask parents for donations (unwanted Christmas gifts) to be
collected on the week commencing 21st March at the morning drop off.
Posters and emails advertising the event will also be required as soon as possible.



The school will kindly allow us to store donations in the small hall which we will sort
through on Thursday morning (9:15am) of that week.
The children will make their own gift labels in class.

Friends to source wrapping paper

8. Easter Events
Due to the timing of Easter this year and the ‘Someone Special Gift Shop’ we decided to
not run any Easter events this year but to focus on the Summer Fete which has been
missed over the last two years due to Covid.

9. Other Upcoming Events
22nd June New Parents

25th June Summer Fete (1:30-3:30pm)
We are looking forward to putting on a fun event for the school community and will run
with the theme of the Queen's Platinum Jubilee and host a traditional Summer Fete.
Natalie Phillips will look to book Ashford Ice Creams for the event.
We decided against a hot food vendor.  Due to the time of the event it was felt that
drinks and sweets along with the ice cream van would be more appropriate.

8th July Picnic in the Park
We decided against attending this event as families will be bringing their own picnics.

9th July School Leavers Party
It is really important that we give the Year 6 children a fun and memorable evening.
Last year's party worked well inside so we will look to do this again.
Natalie Phillips to look into booking Ashford Ice Creams again.
We will look at reaching out to a new local Pizza restaurant for donations for the
evening.
Natalie Hubbard will look to book Sasha for the Disco.

12th July Sports Day
The Friends’ can attend the all day event with a tuck shop.  Selling drinks and snacks
We will also be giving each child an ice pole per our tradition.

10.A.O.B
Second Hand Uniform
Michelle has a large supply of uniforms and would like to run some after school sales.
It was agreed that they will take place at pick up times on



Monday 28th February (Natalie and Sally to run)
Tuesday 1st March (Michelle and Vicky to run)
Please can Sarah-Maire advertise this event as soon as possible as well as going onto
the school bulletin.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
The school will no longer require funds from the Friends’ to present each child with a
commemorative medal.  The local Council has agreed to provide the funds for local
school children. .
The children will also have the opportunity to design a commemorative Tea Towel which
parents will be able to purchase via a local printing company.

Tesco Community Grant
Sally has nominated The Sensory Garden project for this and has asked other
committee members to do the same.  She will provide the details via our messaging
group.
She will also look into what other Supermarket initiatives are available to us.

Date of next meeting Wednesday 30th March at 7pm


